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When we hear about the atrocities that are taking place around the world 

against Christians today (beatings, imprisonment, torture, and death), we are 

tempted to be driven discouragement and despair. When consider the 

persecution (whether mild or severe) that may be launched toward believers 

in American, we are tempted to fear. Yet the Bible does not leave room for 

us to interpret persecution ultimately through fear for despair. I’m not 

suggesting in any way that we should minimize the sufferings of any 

believer, nor should we be quick to admonish the persecuted when they face 

horrible fears and discouragement. But what I am suggesting is that the 

gospel gives us a radical hope that supersedes momentary fear and 

discouragement. So much so, that there is a surprising blessedness that arises 

from persecution. Listen to the words of Jesus… 

Matt 5:10-12 – “Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the sake of 

righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you when men 

cast insults at you, and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you 

falsely, on account of Me. Rejoice, and be glad, for your reward in heaven is 

great, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 

 

In order to see the surprising blessedness of persecution we must understand 

6 important aspects of what the Bible teaches about persecution.  

 

1. We must understand that persecution should be expected from the 

world by all followers of Christ.  

� John 15:20 – “Remember the word that I said to you, 'A slave is not 

greater than his master.' If they persecuted Me, they will also 

persecute you” 

� Matt 10:21-22 – “you will be hated by all on account of My name, 

but it is the one who has endured to the end who will be saved.” (cf. 

Matt 10:33-39) 

� Phil 1:29 – “For to you it has been granted for Christ's sake, not only 

to believe in Him, but also to suffer for His sake 

� 2 Tim 3:12 – “indeed, all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus 

will be persecuted. 

 

2. We must understand the unintended results of persecution: 

� Persecution fuels the spread of the gospel  

Acts 8:1-4—“Saul was in hearty agreement with putting him to 

death. And on that day a great persecution arose against the church in 

Jerusalem; and they were all scattered throughout the regions of 

Judea and Samaria, except the apostles. And some devout men 

buried Stephen, and made loud lamentation over him. But Saul 

began ravaging the church, entering house after house; and dragging 

off men and women, he would put them in prison. Therefore, those 

who had been scattered went about preaching the word.” (cf. Acts 

11:19-21) 

 

� Persecution is used of God to reveal and confirm the genuineness of 

a believer’s faith and to purify the church of counterfeit faith. 

Matt 13:20-21 – “And the one on whom seed was sown on the rocky 

places, this is the man who hears the word, and immediately receives 

it with joy; yet he has no firm root in himself, but is only temporary, 

and when affliction or persecution arises because of the word, 

immediately he falls away.” 

 

� Persecution is the means by which some persecutors will be saved  

Gal 1:23-24 – speaking of Paul, “He who once persecuted us is 

now preaching the faith which he once tried to destroy." 
 

� Persecution is a means of blessing to believers who endure faithfully.  

I Peter 3:14 – “And who is there to harm you if you prove zealous 

for what is good? But even if you should suffer for the sake of 

righteousness, you are blessed. 

 

3. We must understand of what persecution cannot do: 

� Persecution cannot ultimately destroy what is eternal, including 

believers  

2Cor 4:7-10 – “But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the 

surpassing greatness of the power may be of God and not from 

ourselves; we are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, 

but not despairing; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not 

destroyed; always carrying about in the body the dying of Jesus, that 

the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our body. 



 

In I Pet 1, the reason we can rejoice when our faith is being tested in the 

furnace of affliction and persecution is because in Christ we have a living 

hope that supplies us with an eternal inheritance  which is imperishable and 

reserved in heaven for those who are protected by the power of God through 

faith. � John Chrysostom 

 

� Persecution cannot separate us from the love of Christ 

Rom 8:35-39 – “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall 

tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or 

peril, or sword? Just as it is written, "For Thy sake we are being put 

to death all day long; We were considered as sheep to be 

slaughtered."  But in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer 

through Him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death, 

nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things 

to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any other created 

thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in 

Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 
� Persecution cannot ultimately destroy Spirit-filled joy 

Acts 13:50-52 – “The Jews aroused the devout women of 

prominence and the leading men of the city, and instigated a 

persecution against Paul and Barnabas, and drove them out of their 

district. But they shook off the dust of their feet in protest against 

them and went to Iconium. And the disciples were continually filled 

with joy and with the Holy Spirit.” 

 

� Persecution cannot quench the fire of the gospel  

2Tim 2:9 – “I suffer hardship even to imprisonment… but the word 

of God is not imprisoned. 

 

We have seen throughout the book of Acts and through the history of 

the church that persecution is like throwing water on a grease fire. 

Persecution is like strong winds that drive a forest fire over the next 

ravine.  

4. We must understand how to respond to persecution. 

� We should expect it. 

I Pet 4:12-14 – “Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal 

among you, which comes upon you for your testing, as though some 

strange thing were happening to you;  but to the degree that you 

share the sufferings of Christ, keep on rejoicing; so that also at the 

revelation of His glory, you may rejoice with exultation. If you are 

reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of 

glory and of God rests upon you. 

 

� Rejoice in our future reward. 

I Pet 4:13 – “to the degree that you share the sufferings of Christ, 

keep on rejoicing; so that also at the revelation of His glory, you may 

rejoice with exultation” (cf. Matt 5:12) 

 

� Entrust our souls to our faithful Creator in doing what is right. 

I Pet 4:19 – “Therefore, let those also who suffer according to the 

will of God entrust their souls to a faithful Creator in doing what is 

right. 

 

� Bless those who persecute you. 

Rom 12:14 – “Bless those who persecute you; bless and curse not.” 

 

� Pray for those who persecute you. 

Matt 5:44 – “love your enemies…pray for those who persecute you.” 

 

� Trust God for justice in the end. 

Jer 15:15 – “You who know, O Lord, remember me, take notice of 

me, and take vengeance on my persecutors.” 

 

In Rev 6:10-11 the souls of those who had been slain bec of the 

Word of God and their testimony cried out, “How long, O 

Lord…will you refrain from judging and avenging our blood? And 

they were told to wait a little while longer (cf. Rev 19:2) 

5. We must understand how God responds to persecution. 

� He works through it!  

We need to know that God is at work even through persecution; even in the 

most horrific battles with darkness, God is working. Those who persecute 

believers out of the hardness of their hearts are fully responsible for their 

sin, yet God, in His sovereignty, will not fail to work out His purposes in all 



things. In other words, God will not allow evil men to fulfill their purposes 

without being tangled up in God’s own purposes. This is why Joseph could 

say, “You meant evil against me, but God meant it for good” (Gen 50:20). 

 

� He personally identifies with the sufferings of His persecuted 

children. 

Acts 9:4-5 – “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?” And he said, 

"Who art Thou, Lord?" And He said, "I am Jesus whom you are 

persecuting.” 

 

� He promises blessing to those who suffer persecution for His name’s 

sake. 
Matt 5:10-11 – "Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the 

sake of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed 

are you when men cast insults at you, and persecute you, and say all 

kinds of evil against you falsely, on account of Me. 

 

� He grants endurance. 

1Cor 4:12 – “when we are reviled, we bless; when we are 

persecuted, we endure” 

 

� He works through man’s weakness and grants supernatural 

contentment. 

2Cor 12:9-10 – “And He has said to me, "My grace is sufficient for 

you, for power is perfected in weakness." Most gladly, therefore, I 

will rather boast about my weaknesses, that the power of Christ may 

dwell in me. Therefore I am well content with weaknesses, with 

insults, with distresses, with persecutions, with difficulties, for 

Christ's sake; for when I am weak, then I am strong. 

 

� He is able to deliver (and until then will fulfill His purposes). 

2 Tim 3:11 – “what persecutions I endured, and out of them all the 

Lord delivered me! 

 

� He will bring about final justice in pouring out vengeance on His 

enemies and bestowing honor on His martyrs. 

Rev 19:2 – “His judgments are true and righteous; for He has judged 

the great harlot who was corrupting the earth with her immorality, 

and He has avenged the blood of His bond-servants on her." 

 

6. We must understand how to prepare for future days of persecution.  

� Pay close attention to the themes of persecution and suffering in the 

Bible. Study the book of I Peter.  

� Read biographies of those who have followed Christ at great cost 

� Watch and learn from the persecuted church around the world today  

www.OpenDoorsUsa.org 

www.Persecution.com 

www.persecution.org 

� Practice loyalty to Jesus in every small choice of today so that we 

can honor Him in the more costly choices of tomorrow. Remember 

that loyalty to Jesus is born out of intimate love for Jesus.  

Communion: [Luke 22:14-22] 

As we come to the Lord’s table this morning, I want to remind you that the 

Bread of Life was served to us on the platter of Christ’s sufferings. We are 

saved through His suffering. And in like fashion, we distribute the Bread of 

Life to this world on the platter of whatever suffering is necessary for us to 

bring the gospel of Christ to them.  

Bread: Isa 53:3-9 

Cup: 2 Cor 1:8-9 


